
A
Acne

in humans, 301–2
in pets, 347, 359

Advertisements, grocery, 13–14
Ahhh Aftershave, 301
Air conditioners, 69
Air fresheners, 168–69, 192, 279
Air travel

as courier, 128–29
discounts, 130
fares, 124–27

Alcohol, safety with, 273. See
also specific types

Alcohol-Free Mouthwash, 312
Alcoholic beverage stains, on

furniture, 238–39, 240, 247
Alfalfa meal, as deicer, 327
Alfredo sauce, preparing, 176–77
Allergies, in pets, 344–45
All Eyes on You, 307
All the Tea in China, 290
Almond Joy Cleanser, 299
Almond oil, for skin care, 312
Almonds, for skin care, 299, 300,

308, 311
Alternative health care, for pets,

341
Aluminum foil

in ovens, 212
as pet toys, 349
as scrubbers, 258–59, 324,

332, 333
Aluminum furniture, 120,

329–30
Aluminum jelly, 323

Ammonia, for cleaning
all-purpose, vi, 284
carpet, 356
electronics, 230
furniture, 240, 253
glass, 249, 323
grills, 331–32
laundry, 194, 201
ovens, 211, 231
painted wood, 334
safety and, 273

Anise seeds, for oral hygiene,
304, 312

Apples, 12, 300. See also Fruit
Appliance repair shops, 64
Appliances and electronics. See

also specific items
cleaning, 230–31, 273
deal-making on, 62
energy efficiency and, 60–61,

64, 65, 210–11, 215
life span of, 62
manufacturers of, 59
no-frills models, 56–57, 61
researching, 57–58
scratched and dented, 61
seasonal buys on, 55–56
troubleshooting, 224–29
used, 58–60
warranties on, 63

Ashes
for cleaning, 240, 332
as deicer, 327
as deodorizer, 141

Aspirin, for laundry, 189
Astringents, 307–8

Attics, storing clothes in, 181
Auctions, 92, 156
Auto-body filler, for siding 

repair, 315
Avocados, for skin care, 300

B
Baby food jars, 259–60
Baby oil, 309, 335
Baby wipe containers, as toys,

261
Baby wipes, as stain remover,

205
Badminton birdies, 349
Baking soda

as air freshener, 279
brands of, 276
for cleaning

bathrooms, 277, 279
dishwashers, 208
floors, 275
furniture, 230, 253
garbage disposals, 209
kitchens, 157, 272–73
laundry, 194, 201
office equipment, 231
ovens, 211
painted wood, 334
stoves, 210, 230
urine spots on lawns, 356

as deodorizer, 334, 356
freshness of, 273–74
for hair care, 291
for oral hygiene, 303
for plumbing clogs, 285, 286

Index
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Baking soda (continued)
for skin care, 301, 308, 309

Baking supplies, buying, 10
Bananas

overripe, 169
for skin care, 300, 305

Barter, 105, 131
Baseball bases, making, 199–200
Baseball bats, 262
Baseball caps, washing, 187
Bath oils, 309
Bathrooms

indoor, 276–79, 285
outdoor, 141

Bath salts, 308
Bath toys, 263
Bathtubs, cleaning, 277
Bay leaves, 158
Beaded garments, washing, 189
Beauty products. See Personal

care and grooming
Bed and breakfasts, 140–41
Beef, leftover, 177
Beer, for hair care, 308
Belts, 189, 262
Bent-twig furniture, 120
Berry baskets, recycling, 269
Bicycles, 263
Binders, recycling, 260–61
Bingo markers, 264–65
Bird deterrents, 268
Bird feeders, 271
Blackheads, treating, 302
Bleach

brands of, 276
for cleaning

bathrooms, 278
decks, 325
siding, 315

to prevent moss growth, 333
safety and, 273

Blemishes, skin, 301–2
Blinds, cleaning, 281
Blood Buster, 204
Blood stains

on carpeting, 280, 360

on clothing, 204, 205
Bolts, rusted, 336
Book covers, 258, 264
Books, recycling, 260, 263
Borax

as air freshener, 279
for cleaning

glass, 286
laundry, 185, 190, 203
toilets, 276–77
walls, 282

Bran, for hair balls in cats, 359
Brass polish, 350
Bread

as stain remover, 202
storing, 160, 175
using stale, 170–71

Bread crumbs, substitution for,
174

Breakfast cereals, as bread
crumbs, 174

Breath fresheners, 304
Brewer’s yeast, for flea-control,

358
Brick floors, cleaning, 275
Bricks, buying, 115–16
Bring on the Bubbles!, 309
Brooms, new, 325
Brown sugar, vii, 173–74
Bubble baths, 309
Bubble blowers, 269
Budgets, 33, 87–88
Building blocks, 261, 271
Building plans, from Internet,

103
Building supplies, used, 112. 

See also specific types
Bulk buying, 26, 111
Burning the Midnight Oil, 292
Butter, 173, 319
Buttermilk, for skin care, 298,

311
Butter stains, on furniture, 249
Buttons

garment quality and, 30
on new clothing, 179

sewing, 196–97
Buying clubs, 25–27

C
Cabinet Cleanser, 157
Cabinet Polish, Wood, 274
Calendars, 4, 269
Cameras, digital, 73
Camping supplies, 266
Candle holders, 265, 268
Candle wax. See Wax spills
Canola oil, for skin care, 307
Can openers, electric, 217
Cardboard boxes, as pet toys, 349
Cardboard rolls, 271, 349
Carpentry skills, learning, 105
Carpet, cleaning, 280, 354–57,

360
Carrots. See also Vegetables

as pet food, 346
as puppy chews, 352
for skin care, 312

Carry-on luggage, 135
Casseroles, topping for, 172
Castile soap

for hair care, 290
for skin care, 298, 302, 306

Castor oil
as leather conditioner, 349
for skin care, 299, 302, 306,

307
Catch Up!, 174
Cat litter, uses for, 327, 334
Catnip

for cats, 347, 348
for hair care, 296

Cats. See Pets and pet supplies
Catsup

as brass polish, 350
homemade, 174
substitutions for, 175

Catsup stains, 205
Cayenne pepper, for pest con-

trol, 359, 360
CDs (audio), 223, 268–69
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Cedar lumber, 108, 112
Celery, wilted, 170. See also

Vegetables
Ceramic tile, cleaning, 275, 277
Chalk, as rust prevention, 336
Chamomile

for hair care, 290, 295
for skin care, 306, 310

Chamomile Cleanser, 310
Charcoal, uses for, 303, 336
Check book registers, uses for, 

4, 258
Cheese, storing, 168
Chemicals, safety with, 236, 273
Cherry wood, scratches in, 252
Chewing gum

on clothing, 204
on furniture, 241, 247
on wood floors, 281

Children. See Kids
Chili, leftover, 177
Chili powder, for pest control,

359, 360
Chili sauce, for pest control, 330
Chocolate, 176, 347
Christmas ornaments, 256–57,

267
Chrome, cleaning, 230, 335
Church suppers, 145
Cigarette burns, repairing, 241,

281
Cinders, as deicer, 327
Cinnamon, as air freshener, 279
Cleaning. See Housecleaning
Cleaning supplies. See also

Fantastic formulas; specific
supplies or ingredients

brand name, 276
safety with, 273
store-bought vs. homemade,

278
Cleansers, facial, 298–99, 308,

310–11
Clogs, in plumbing fixtures, 209,

278, 285, 286
Clothes hangers, 260, 267

Clotheslines, 190–91
Clothespins, 259
Clothing. See also Laundry

costumes, 46
from discount stores, 33, 37
formal wear, 44–45
free, 33
kids’, 46–47, 182–83
large size, 48
life span of, 30
men’s, 39
from outlets, 50–51
pet hair on, 353
quality of, 29–33, 49
recycling, 34, 199–200, 260
repair and maintenance of,

196–98
sales tax on, 44
savings strategies for, 36–42
shopping strategies for,

33–35
small size, 42
storing, 179–83
from thrift shops, 48–49
women’s, 42, 43
work, 38, 185

Cloves, for skin care, 301
Club soda, as cleanser, 280, 287,

335, 354
Clutter control, in kitchen,

151–54
Coasters, CDs as, 268
Coats, recycling, 200
Cobwebs, removing, 281
Coca-Cola, as rust remover, 258
Coffee

for cleaning concrete, 327
as dye, 201–2, 295
in garbage disposal, 209

Coffee makers, 217–18
Coffee stains, 205, 249
Coin banks, 257, 270
Collage material, 263, 268
Collar stains, 201
Color, clothes shopping and, 38
Color-coding, 158, 183

Colorfastness, preserving, 180,
201–2, 204

Color Keeper formula, 180
Composite lumber, 109
Compressed air, to discipline

pets, 353
Computers

buying, 72–76
maintaining, 221–22, 231
troubleshooting, 228–29

Computer viruses, 222
Concrete, cleaning, 327–28, 334
Concrete Cleaner, 327
Condiment containers, 267
Conditioners, hair, 292–94, 308
Contractors, hiring, 101–5
Cooking oil, 254, 270. See also

specific types of oil
Cookware, 155–56, 274
Co-ops, 27
Copper tubing, for hanging 

storage, 155–56
Corn, pet allergies to, 344. See

also Vegetables
Cornmeal, for skin care, 298
Corn oil, for hair balls in cats,

359
Cornstarch

as face powder, 298
for laundry, 193
for skin care, 309

Corrosion, removing, 323
Cosmetics

free, 297
homemade, 297–98
stretching life of, 297
for travel, 135

Cosmetic stains, 202, 204, 246
Cost sharing

buying clubs, 26–27
clothing, 42, 45
tools, 117

Costumes, 46
Countertops, cleaning, 273
Coupons

facts about, 20
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Coupons (continued)
history of, 22
organizing, 22–23, 271
sources of, 7, 9, 19–22
using, 23–24

Crackers, soft, 171
Craft supplies, 260, 265
Crayola crayons, 251
Crayon marks

on floors, 275
on furniture, 336
on walls, 283

Crayons, for furniture repair,
251

Cream cheese, substitution for,
174

Cream of tartar, for cleaning
coffee makers, 218
laundry, 203
porcelain, 277
windshields, 337

Credit cards
for clothing, 40
foreign travel and, 147
frequent flyer miles and, 130
for groceries, 5–6
for wax removal, 241

Credit lines, same as cash, 88
Credit ratings, 40
Crowds, avoiding when shop-

ping, 9, 35
Cruises, 144
Cucumbers

salad, 172–73
for skin care, 305, 311

Culinary school restaurants, 146
Customer service, in megastores,

111
Customs regulations, 146

D
Dandruff shampoo, 291–92
Debit cards, for groceries, 5–6
Deck and Porch Cleaner, Down-

Home, 325

Decks, 100, 324–26, 335
Deicers, 326–27
Denatured alcohol, 252
Dental floss, for buttons, 196–97
Dents

in aluminum siding, 315
in wood furniture, 251–52

Denture-cleaning tablets, for 
toilet, 285

Desk organizers, 267
Detergent. See Dishwashing 

liquid; Ivory soap; Laundry
detergent

Diarrhea, in pets, 355–56
Digital cameras, 73
Dips, for chips, 172
Discontinued merchandise, 

defined, 50
Discounts

clothing, 40
furniture, 88, 90
groceries, 4, 8
travel, 130, 133, 145

Discount stores, 10–11, 33, 37
Dish rags and scrubbers, 192,

260
Dishwasher detergent, 274, 332
Dishwashers

baskets for, 269
buying, 67–68
life span of, 62
maintaining, 207–8
troubleshooting, 224
washing baseball caps in, 187

Dishwasher Washer, 208
Dishwashing liquid

for cleaning
all-purpose, vi, 284
carpet, 355–56
fireplaces, 286
floors, 274–75
laundry, 186, 195, 201,

203
shower walls, 285
upholstery, 245, 246

recycling bottles from, 259

as skunk deodorizer, 356
Disinfectant formula, 284
Documents, storing, 271
Doggone Dogs Tonic, 360
Dog leashes, 262, 349, 350
Dogs. See Pets and pet supplies
Dog treats, 346
Drains, clogged, 209, 278, 285,

286
Dresses, storing, 180–81
Drink mixes, as hair color, 296
Dry cleaners

alternatives to, 195
as clothing source, 53
cost of, 31
repairs by, 197

Dryers
buying, 63–65
life span of, 62
maintaining, 214–15
troubleshooting, 226
using, 190–91

Dryer sheets, 191, 192, 221, 283
Dust, on upholstery, 245, 248
Dust cloths

cotton, 236
dryer sheets as, 192, 221
socks as, 257, 281

Dustpans, 266
DVDs

buying, 71
maintaining, 222–23
troubleshooting, 229

Dyes, coffee as, 201–2

E
Easements, construction and,

101
Easter baskets, 269
Egg cartons, recycling, 267
Eggs

for hair care, 290, 292, 293
pickling, 172
for skin care, 299–300, 302,

306, 309, 310
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storing, 167
substitution for, 173

Eggshells, in garbage disposal,
209

Elderhostel, 143
Electrical cords, storing, 271
Electronics. See Appliances and

electronics
Energizing Elixir, 333
Energy efficiency

appliances and, 60–61, 64,
65, 210–11, 215

lightbulbs and, 256
Entertainment centers, cleaning,

230
Envelopes, making, 263
Epsom salts, 308
Eucalyptus, for flea-control, 359
Expiration dates

on foods, 152, 160–61
on pet food, 343–44

Eyeglasses, old, 260
Eye-makeup remover, 307
Eyes, puffy or irritated, 304–6

F
Fabrics

as fashion accessory, 37
quality of clothing and, 31
scraps, 200
swatches, 34–35
types of, 32–33
upholstery, 83–84

Fabric softener, 212
Face powder, 298
Face the World, 308
Facial cleansers, 298–99, 308,

310–11
Facials, 300, 311, 313
Fantastic formulas

Ahhh Aftershave, 301
Alcohol-Free Mouthwash,

312
All Eyes on You, 307
All-Purpose Weed Killer, 335

All the Tea in China, 290
Almond Joy Cleanser, 299
Blood Buster, 204
Bring on the Bubbles!, 309
Burning the Midnight Oil,

292
Cabinet Cleanser, 157
Catch Up!, 174
Chamomile Cleanser, 310
Classic Window Cleaner, 322
Color Keeper, 180
Concrete Cleaner, 327
Dishwasher Washer, 208
Dog-Be-Gone Formula, 360
Down-Home Deck and

Porch Cleaner, 325
Energizing Elixir, 333
Extra-Strength Windshield

Cleaner, 337
Face the World, 308
Far-Away Feline Formula,

359
Flee, Fleas Lemon Rinse, 358
Foot Soother and Smoother,

312
Glass Tabletop Cleaner, 249
Grandma Putt’s Wicker Pre-

servative, 330
Heavy-Duty Window 

Cleaner, 323
Hot Bug Brew, 351
Jerry’s Potato Cakes, 172
Lemon-Fresh Hair Spray,

295
Long-Last Leash Mix, 349
Luxurious Bath Oil, 309
Magnificent Mouthwash,

304
Microwave Magic, 217
Milky Way, The, 309
Milky Way Skin Cleanser,

298
Mustard Blaster, 201
Odor-Be-Gone, 210
Odor-Go Urine Remover,

354

Oiled Furniture Formula,
234

Old-Time Oven Cleaner, 231
One-Shot Cleaner, vi, 284
Oranges and Oats, 311
Paw-sitively Pooch-Pleasin’

Stew, 345
Perfect Polish for Wood, 253
Perfect Upholstery Sham-

poo, 245
Play Misty for Me, 285
Plumb Fed Up, 286
Pup-sicles, 346
Shellac Shape-Up, 235
Soothing Bath Oil, 309
Spots Away, 356
Squeaky Clean Screens, 230
Stir Up Starch, 193
Super Siding Solution, 315
Super Whitener, 189
Surface Re-Sheener, 254
Sweaty Stain Solution, 203
Terrific Tootsie Treat, 305
Toodleloo Tick Spray, 357
Tuna Nip-sicles, 347
Ultimate Range Cleaner, 230
Where’s the Beef, 177
Wonderful Wood Cleaner,

334
Wood Cabinet Polish, 274

Far-Away Feline Formula, 359
Fashion accessories, 37, 38
Fax machines, cleaning, 231
Fennel seeds, 298, 304
Figs, for skin care, 305
Film canisters, uses for, 266–67,

349
Fireplaces, cleaning, 286
Firewood, 262, 270
Fish and seafood, storing, 166
Fish oil, for hair balls in cats, 

359
Fixtures, cleaning, 279
Flagstone, 116
Flea control, 358–59
Flea markets, furniture from, 93
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Fleas Lemon Rinse, Flee, 358
Floors, cleaning, 274–75, 280–81
Floppy disk holders, 269
Flour, 166, 254
Flowerpots, 263, 270
Fluoride, oral hygiene and,

302–3
Food banks, items for, 152
Food coloring, as hair color, 296
Foods. See also specific foods

leftovers, 168–72, 176–77
substitutions, 173–76

Food storage
cleaning out, 151–52
environment for, 159–60
expiration dates and, 152,

160–61
organizing, 157–58
pest control for, 158
for specific foods, 161–68,

175
Foot care, 305, 312
Foot Soother and Smoother, 312
Foreign travel, 146–47
Formal wear, 44–45
Freckles, 302
Freezing

meat, 165
washcloths, for puppy chews,

352
French toast, leftover, 170
Frequent flyer clubs, 126, 130
Freshness dates. See Expiration

dates, on foods
Fruit

buying, 7, 12
as pet food, 346
ripening, 258
for skin care, 299–300, 305,

311–12
storing, 162–63

Funnels, plastic bottles as, 261,
270

Furniture
bargains in, 82, 84, 90
construction of, 85–87

deal-making on, 87–89
glass, 248–49, 251
manufacturer’s advice on,

242
marble, 249, 251
metal, 250, 251, 254, 258
moving, 239
new, 89–92
outdoor, 118–22
pets on, 83, 84, 353
unfinished, 81
upholstered, 82–87, 243–48,

251, 337
used, 92–94
Web sites, 252
wicker, 250, 330–31
wood, 78–82, 233–43,

250–54
Furniture polish, 235, 236, 253,

254, 284

G
Garage sales. See Yard sales
Garbage. See Trash
Garbage disposals, 208–10, 225
Garden hoses, recycling, 267–68
Gardening clothes, 49
Gardening supplies

egg cartons as, 267
flowerpots, 263, 270
milk cartons as, 266
newspaper as, 270
plant supports, 262, 264
plastic berry baskets as, 269
transporting, 262
watering systems, 261–62

Gardening techniques, 169, 326
Garlic

for hair care, 294
for pest control, 351, 358,

360
for skin care, 301

Gelatin, as hair gel, 294–95
Generics, 14, 276, 343
Gift bags, 199

Gift certificates, 40
Gift wrap, 258, 270
Glass

cleaning, 249, 286–87
scratched, 287, 322–23

Glass bottles, recycling, 261
Glass furniture, 248–49, 251
Glass Tabletop Cleaner, 249
Glue

removing old, 253
for repairs, 197, 323

Glycerin, for oral hygiene, 303
Golf balls, as pet toys, 348
Goodwill, furniture from, 94
Grass stains, 194–95
Grease

in garbage disposals, 208–9
on hands, 336

Grease stains
on clothing, 203
on concrete, 334
on floors, 275
on furniture, 241–42, 246,

249
Grills, 122, 331–33
Grocery shopping

alternative stores, 25–27
avoiding crowds, 9
carting groceries to house,

262
checking out, 17–18
coupons, 7, 9, 19–24
impulse purchases, 4–5
information sources, 6–9
with kids, 8
marketing strategies and,

15–17
organizing, 3–5
sales and specials, 6, 7, 8–9,

13–15
savings strategies, 10–12, 

16
senior discounts, 4, 8

Grooming. See Personal care 
and grooming

Guidebooks, travel, 147
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H
Hair balls, in cats, 359
Hair brushes, 293
Hair care

coloring, 295–96
conditioners, 292–94, 308
gels, 294–95
shampoos, 289–92
split ends, 294
sprays, 294, 295
tips for, 293

Hair gel, 294–95
Hair spray

homemade, 294, 295
for laundry, 202, 204
for pantyhose runs, 198
removing from mirrors, 279

Hair Spray, Lemon-Fresh, 295
Halloween costumes, 46
Ham

basting sauce for, 172
buying, 12
leftover, 177

Hand care, 302, 306
Hand-me-downs, 36–37, 183
Handprints, on walls, 283
Hand-washing clothes, 195
Hanging plants, 326
Hanging storage

for clothing, 180, 181
in kitchen, 155

Hardwood, 79, 107
Head cleaners, for VCRs, 219–20
Heel marks

on floors, 275, 281
on upholstery, 246

Hemorrhoid cream, for eyes, 305
Herbs. See specific herbs
Home-improvement stores, 111
Homeopathy, for pets, 341
Honey

for hair care, 292, 294
for oral hygiene, 303
for skin care, 298, 299, 300,

302, 305, 309, 310
storing, 168

substitution for, 173
Hosiery. See Pantyhose; Socks
Hot Bug Brew, 351
Hotel liquidators, 84
Hotel rates, 138–39
Hot oil treatments, for hair,

292–93, 294
Hot sauce, for pest control, 360
House brands, 14, 276, 343
Housecleaning

bathrooms, 276–79, 285
blinds, 281
carpet, 280
cobwebs, 281
floors, 274–75, 280–81
formulas for, 284–87
kitchens, 272–75
walls, 282–83
Web site, 282
window washing, 200, 281,

286–87, 321–24
House swapping, 140
Humidity, food storage and,

159–60
Hydration, skin care and, 298
Hydrogen peroxide

for oral hygiene, 303
for pet first aid, 360
as skunk deodorizer, 356
as stain remover, 205, 355

I
Ice. See Deicers
Ice cream stains, on furniture,

247
Ice cubes

for cleaning, 210, 241, 275
as puppy chews, 352

Ice packs, 257, 270
Impulse buying, 4–5
Ink stains

on carpet, 280
on clothing, 204
on furniture, 242–43, 246, 247
on walls, 283

on wood floors, 281
Insects, pest control for, 158,

182, 245, 351
Insurance

pet, 341–42
rental car, 132
traveler’s, 144

Internet. See Web sites
Iodine, for furniture repair, 252
Ironing, 192–94
Ironing boards, 193
Irons

cleaning, 193, 218
for cleaning walls, 283
for furniture repair, 239–40,

242, 252
Itch relief, 334
Ivory soap, for laundry, 186, 195

J
Jackets, men’s, 39
Jars

decorative, 265
for storage, 155, 259–60

Jeans
grass stains on, 194
recycling, 199–200
washing, 188

Jewel cases, recycling, 268–69

K
Kerosene, 202, 322
Ketchup. See Catsup
Kids

clothing for, 46–47, 182–83
kitchen storage and, 157–58
shopping with, 8

Kitchen gadgets, 153–54
Kitchens. See also specific appli-

ances
cleaning, 272–75
clutter control in, 151–54
food storage in, 159–68
organizing, 155–58
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Knockoffs, recognizing, 51

L
Labels

clothing, 179
furniture, 81–82, 244
grocery, 14–15

Lacquered furniture, 233, 235.
See also Wood furniture

Landscape and outdoor building
projects. See also Outdoor
housekeeping

contractors for, 101–5
evaluating, 96–97
lawns, 98
lumber for, 106–13
outdoor rooms, 99–101
pavers and brick for, 114–16
tools for, 117–18

Laundry. See also Clothing
clothing care labels and, 

179
instead of dry cleaning, 195
drying, 190–91
formulas for, 180, 189, 193,

201–5
hard water and, 190
ironing, 192–94
preparing clothes for, 187
saving money on, 188–89
separating, 184–85
stain removal, 185–86,

194–96, 201–5
Laundry detergent

brand name, 186
as deck cleaner, 325
for delicates, 186, 189
homemade, 185
powdered vs. liquid, 186
as siding cleaner, 314, 315

Lavender, for skin care, 301, 308
Lawnmowers, wheels for, 263
Lawns, 98, 356
Layaway plans, 40–42
Leashes, dog, 262, 349, 350
Leash Mix, Long-Last, 349

Leather, cleaning, 189, 349, 350
Leather conditioner, 349
Leather furniture, 83–84, 246–48
Leftovers, using, 169–73, 176–77
Lemons

for cleaning
chrome, 335
furniture, 254
garbage disposal, 210
glass, 287
laundry, 202–3
microwaves, 217
toilets, 276–77

for flea-control, 358
for hair care, 295
for mildew, 335
for oral hygiene, 304
plastic, recycling, 259
for skin care, 299, 301, 302,

305, 308, 310
Light, effects of, 160, 247
Lightbulbs, burned out, 256
Linoleum, cleaning, 274–75
Linseed oil

as cabinet polish, 274
as furniture polish, 234, 235,

253, 254
for furniture stains, 241, 243
working with, 236

Lint, 184, 191, 214–15
Lip gloss, 297–98
Lip gloss containers, 266–67
Lipstick brushes, 297
Lipstick stains, 204
Listerine, 334
Lodging, 138–42
Long-distance costs, in hotels,

139
Lotion stains, on furniture, 249
Luggage, 134–37
Lumber

composite or plastic, 108–9
grades of, 109–12
hardwood vs. softwood, 

107
heartwood vs. sapwood, 

107, 108
measuring, 112–13
pressure-treated, 107–8

Luxurious Bath Oil, 309

M
Magazines, recycling, 260, 263
Magnificent Mouthwash, 304
Mahogany, scratches in, 252
Makeup. See Cosmetics; Cos-

metic stains
Mall shopping, 42–44
Maple, scratches in, 252
Marble furniture, 249, 251
Margarine, for skin care, 305
Marketing strategies, of super-

markets, 15–17
Marshmallows, storing, 166
Matchsticks, for loose screws,

336
Mayonnaise

for hair care, 293–94
as stain remover, 336
substitution for, 175

Measuring tips, 112–13, 121–22
Meat

buying, 7, 11, 12
leftover, 169, 170, 177
storing, 165

Meatloaf, 175
Meat tenderizer, as stain re-

mover, 204, 360
Megastores, home-improve-

ment, 111
Metal furniture, 250, 251, 254,

258
Metal polish, 254
Mice

repelling, 337
toy, for cats, 348

Microwave Magic, 217
Microwaves, 69, 216–17
Mildew, removing, 278, 335, 350
Milk

overstocked, 170
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for skin care, 305–6, 309
as stain remover, 204
whole, substitution for, 174

Milk baths, 309
Milk cartons, recycling, 266
Milk stains, on furniture, 247,

253
Milky Way, The, 309
Milky Way Skin Cleanser, 298
Mineral spirits

for cleaning
concrete, 334
storm doors and 

windows, 323
upholstery, 246

for wood furniture
as polish, 235
to remove stains, 241,

242, 243
to remove wax buildup,

237
working with, 236

Mint, 291, 312. See also Pepper-
mint

Mirrors, cleaning, 278–79
Moisturizers, skin, 299–301
Mosquito bites, 334
Moss, removing or preventing,

333
Moths, repelling, 182
Mouthwash

formulas for, 304, 312
as itch relief, 334

Murphy’s Oil Soap, 194–95
Mushrooms, storing, 166. See

also Vegetables
Mustard, 175, 359
Mustard Blaster, 201

N
Nail care, 306
Nail polish

for buttons, 179
drying, 306
for furniture repairs, 241

for pantyhose runs, 198
removing from furniture, 242
removing with pantyhose,

264
National forests, lodging in,

141–42
National parks, lodging in,

141–42
Neat’s foot oil, 349
Newspaper, uses for, 270, 281,

322
Notebooks, “found,” 4
Nuts, 167, 251

O
Oatmeal

leftover, 177
for skin care, 302, 308,

310–11
Odor-Be-Gone, 210
Odor-Go Urine Remover, 354
Office equipment, cleaning, 231
Oil. See Cooking oil
Oiled furniture, 233, 234. See

also Wood furniture
Oiled Furniture Formula, 234
Oil stains

on clothing, 205
on concrete, 334
on furniture, 246

Oil treatments, for hair, 292–93,
294

Olive oil
as furniture polish, 254
for hair care, 290, 292, 294
for skin care, 301, 307, 312

One-Shot Cleaner, vi, 284
Onions. See also Vegetables

for pest control, 351, 360
pets and, 347
storing, 264

Oral hygiene, 302–4, 312
Orange rinds, using, 168–69,

210, 311
Oranges, in hair spray, 294

Oranges and Oats, 311
Organization

coupons, 22–23, 271
grocery shopping, 3–5
kitchen storage, 155–58
landscape planning, 101
mall shopping, 42–43

Organization products, alterna-
tive, 155–56

Outdoor furniture, 118–22,
328–31

Outdoor housekeeping. See also
Landscape and outdoor build-
ing projects

decks, 324–26
formulas for, 333–37
grills, 122, 331–33
home exteriors, 314–21
outdoor furniture, 118–22,

328–31
patios, 326–28
windows, 321–24

Outdoor rooms, 99–101
Outhouses, 141
Outlet covers, 264
Outlet stores, 50–51, 91–92
Oven Cleaner, Old-Time, 231
Ovens, 211–12, 231
Overstocks, defined, 50–51
Overweight pets, 343
Oxidation, removing, 323, 324,

329–30

P
Package tours, 143–44
Packing material, 270
Padlocks, 335, 336
Painted surfaces, 237–38, 275,

334. See also Wood furniture
Painting, exterior

decks, 326
professionals for, 320–21
supplies for, 318–19, 320
techniques for, 316–18
weather and, 319–20
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Paint spills and stains
on clothing, 319

Paint spills and stains (continued)
on furniture, 243
on skin, 319

Paint thinner. See Mineral spirits
Pants

grass stains on, 194–95
men’s, 39
storing, 180
women’s, 43

Pantyhose
caring for, 198
comfortable, 45
recycling, 200, 263–64
storing, 271

Papaya, for skin care, 311–12
Paper bags, uses for, 258, 349
Paper products, buying, 10–11
Parsley, for oral hygiene, 304
Particleboard furniture, 80
Pasta, leftover, 171
Pastry, leftover, 177
Patios, 326–28
Pavers, 114–15
Peaches, for skin care, 299. See

also Fruit
Pears, for skin care, 300
Pencil marks, on walls, 283
Pencils, as pet toys, 348
Pennies, toxicity of, 340–41
Pennyroyal, for flea-control, 359
Pens, as pet toys, 348
Pepper, black, for pest control,

182
Peppermint. See also Mint

for oral hygiene, 303, 304
for pest control, 337, 359
for skin care, 308

Peppers. See also Vegetables
for pest control, 351, 360
wilted, 170

Perfect Polish for Wood, 253
Personal care and grooming

eye care, 304–6
formulas for, 307–12

hair care, 289–96
hand and nail care, 302, 306
oral hygiene, 302–4
skin care, 296–302

Perspiration stains, 203
Pest control

birds, 268
insects, 158, 182, 245, 351
mice, 337

Petroleum jelly
as cosmetics, 297–98
for hair balls, in cats, 359
as leather cleaner, 350
for rust prevention, 336
as stain remover, 204

Pets and pet supplies
acne remedies, 347, 359
allergies, 344–45
altering, 343
beds, 263
cat scratching posts, 351–52
disciplining, 353
dishes, 347
dog leashes, 262, 349, 350
feeding, 342–47
flea- and tick-control,

357–59
footpad cuts, 360
on furniture, 83, 84, 353
grooming, 353
hair balls, in cats, 359
health care, 339–42
housebreaking issues,

354–56
kitchen storage and, 157–58
newspaper for, 270
puppy chews, 352
repellents, 359, 360
toys, 271, 348–51
traveling with, 350–51

pH balancer, for skin, 307
Phone books, as coupon sources,

21
Pickle juice, 172–73
Picture frames, 265, 269
Pie, leftover, 170

Pie dough, leftover, 177
Pillowcases, laundry in, 187, 189
Pillows, 200, 245
Pimples, treating, 301–2
Pine pitch, removing, 336
Ping-Pong balls, as pet toys, 348
Pinto beans, 264–65
Place mats, 264
Plant supports, 262, 264
Plastic bags, recycling, 258
Plastic bottles, recycling, 261–62,

270
Plastic lumber, 109
Plastic mesh bags, recycling, 

260
Plastic outdoor furniture, 121
Play Misty for Me, 285
Plumb Fed Up, 286
Plungers, 278
Poisons, pets and, 340–41
Polyurethaned furniture, 233,

237. See also Wood furniture
Pooch-Pleasin’ Stew, Paw-sitively,

345
Porches, 100
Pork, leftover, 169
Posters, storing, 271
Potato Cakes, Jerry’s, 172
Potatoes, 171–72, 305. See also

Sweet potatoes
Potato skins, in garbage disposal,

209
Potholders, 200
Potpourri, 168
Pot scrubbers, 259
Power tools, 336
Power-washing equipment, 315
Premium store brands, 14
Pressure-treated lumber, 107–8
Price books, grocery, 3–4
Primer, for exterior paint, 318,

319
Printers, cleaning, 231
Produce. See Fruit; Vegetables;

specific foods
Product testing, 121
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Propane torch, as deicer, 327
Pumice, for furniture, 254
Puppy chews, 352
Pup-sicles, 346

R
Rag dispensers, 257–58
Rags, 329. See also Dust cloths
Rain checks, 18
Raisins, hard, 168
Range Cleaner, Ultimate, 230
Ranges. See Stoves
Rebates

electronics, 74
groceries, 9, 24–25
utilities, 60

Recycling. See specific item
Recycling centers, as coupon

sources, 20
Redwood furniture, 121, 330
Redwood lumber, 108, 112
References, on contractors,

102–3
Reflectors, driveway, 268
Refrigerators

baking soda in, 279
buying, 65–67
life span of, 62
maintaining, 215–16
troubleshooting, 225

Refunds. See Rebates
Remote controls, 221
Rentals

cars, 131–32
formal wear, 45
furniture, 93

Restaurants
culinary school, 146
equipment from, 155, 

156
Rhubarb, for hair care, 295
Road trips, 144–46
Rosehips, for hair care, 295
Rosemary

for hair care, 296

for oral hygiene, 312
for pest control, 182
for skin care, 301, 306

Roses, growing, 169
Rottenstone, 240, 242–43
Rubbing alcohol

as aftershave, 301
for cleaning

all-purpose, vi, 284
floors, 275
laundry, 194, 201, 204
leather, 350
mirrors, 279
safety and, 273
shower walls, 285
windows, 323

Rust
painting and, 319
preventing, 335, 336
removing, 336

Rust stains
on clothing, 202–3
on furniture, 249, 258, 333

S
Safety, with household chemi-

cals, 236, 273
Sage, 296, 308
Salad bars, 11
Sales and specials

furniture, 90
groceries, 6, 7, 8–9, 13–15

Sales tax
avoiding, 44, 91
in foreign countries, 147

Salt
for cleaning

grease stains, 241–42
metal, 254
mildew, 335
silver, 284

for colorfastness, 204
as deicer, 326
for skin care, 306
as weed killer, 335

Salvation Army, furniture from,
94

Sand, as deicer, 327
Sandbags, 257, 270
Sandwiches

fillings, 169, 171, 177
spreads, 175

Scanning errors, 18
Scarves, 37
School supplies, 260–61
School uniforms, 47
Scotchgard, 244–45
Scratches

in glass, 287, 322–23
in wood furniture, 250–54

Scratching posts, for cats,
351–52

Screens, Squeaky Clean, 230
Screws, loose, 336
Sealers, for decks, 325
Seasonal shopping

appliances and electronics,
55–56

clothing, 41
furniture, 88
groceries, 11–12
tools and equipment, 118
travel, 127, 139

Seed starters, 266, 267
Sell-by dates. See Expiration

dates, on foods
Senior discounts, on groceries, 

4, 8
Sequined garments, washing,

189
Sesame oil, for skin care, 310
Shampoo

as bubble bath, 309
dandruff, 291–92
homemade, 289–90
for laundry, 189, 194–95, 

201
store-bought, diluting,

290–91
Shaving cream, as stain remover,

285
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Shellacked furniture, 234. See
also Wood furniture

Shellac Shape-Up, 235
Shellfish, storing, 166
Shirts, 39, 180
Shoe bags, 258
Shoeboxes, recycling, 271
Shoe polish, for furniture repair,

251
Shoe repair shops, 52–53
Shoes. See also Heel marks

buying, 51–53
deodorizing, 334
extending life of, 198–99
men’s, 39

Shopping lists, 4–5
Shopping malls, 42–44
Shorts, from jeans, 199
Shower curtains, cleaning, 279
Shower doors, cleaning, 277–78
Showers, cleaning, 277–78, 285
Shrimp, storing, 166
Siding, aluminum or vinyl,

314–15
Siding Solution, Super, 315
Silver, cleaning, 284
Sinks, cleaning

bathroom, 278
kitchen, 272–73

Skin care
blemishes, 301–2
cleansers, 298–99, 308,

310–11
cosmetics, 297–98
facials, 300, 311, 313
feet, 305, 312
freckles, 302
hands, 302, 306
hydration and, 298
moisturizers, 299–301
toners, 307–8, 311
wrinkles, 299

Skirts, 43
Skunk deodorizer, 356
Slipcovers, 243
Small appliances, 69–71, 216–18

Smoke, leather furniture and,
247

Snacks, grocery shopping and, 6
Snakes, repelling, 330
Snaps, on clothing, 197
Soap. See Dishwashing liquid;

Ivory soap; Laundry detergent
Soap holders and dispensers,

259, 269
Socks

buying, 37–38
recycling, 257–58, 281
washing, 187, 202

Soda pop, for removing rust, 336
Soft drink stains, on furniture,

247, 249
Soothing Bath Oil, 309
Soup, 170–72
Sour cream, substitution for, 175
Sports drink, 333
Spots Away, 256
Spreads, substitutions for, 175
Squeegees, 322
Squirrels, repelling, 330
Stain removal

clothing, 185–86, 194–96,
201–5, 319, 336

marble furniture, 249
shaving cream for, 285
upholstery, 246, 247
wood furniture, 238–40, 336

Stairs, painting, 318
Stamp dispensers, 267
Starch, laundry, 193
State parks, lodging in, 141–42
Static remover, 192
Stationery, making, 264
Steel wool pads, uses for, 210,

323
Stereos, 71, 228
Stir-fry, leftover, 169
Stir Up Starch, 193
Storage. See specific items
Storage bags, 199, 257, 264
Storm doors and windows,

323–24

Stoves
cleaning, 210
life span of, 62
troubleshooting, 225–26
using, 210–11

Strawberries, 300, 303. See also
Fruit

Stuffed animals, as pet toys, 349
Substitutions, in recipes, 173–76
Suede brushes, 200
Sugar

brown, vii, 173–74
for skin care, 302
in sports drink, 333

Suits, 39, 43
Sulfur, dried, 330
Sunflower seed hulls, as weed

killer, 328
Supermarkets. See Grocery

shopping
Super Whitener, 189
Surface Re-Sheener, 254
Surge protectors, 220
Sweaters, hand-knit, 47
Sweaty Stain Solution, 203
Sweet potatoes, 12, 345
Switch plate covers, 264

T
Tar stains

on clothing, 202, 336
on floors, 275
on hands, 336

Tea
for hair care, 290, 295
for skin care, 305

Teacups, as candle holders, 265
Teak furniture, 119, 120, 328. 

See also Wood furniture
Tea stains, on furniture, 247, 249
Tea tree oil, 284
Technical support, 74
Teeth. See Oral hygiene
Teflon finish, for upholstery, 244
Telephones, cleaning, 231
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Temperatures
for electronics, 221
for food storage, 159
wood furniture and, 237

Tent peg covers, 266
Thanksgiving leftovers, 171
Theft prevention, 135–36
Thrift shops

clothing, 48–49
furniture, 94
pet toys, 349

Thyme, for hair care, 291
Ticks, 357–58
Tick Spray, Toodleloo, 357
Tile, cleaning, 275, 277
Toiletries, for travel, 135
Toilets

indoor, 276–77, 285
outdoor, 141

Toners, skin, 307–8, 311
Tools

buying, 117–18
organizing, 269
preventing rust on, 336

Toothbrush containers, 266
Toothpaste

as brass polish, 350
for cleaning sinks, 278
for glass scratches, 287, 323
homemade, 303

Tootsie Treat, Terrific, 305
Tortillas, hard, 170
Toys

homemade, 261, 263, 271
for pets, 271, 348–51

Train travel, 132–34
Trash

in food storage areas, 151–52
recycling, 256–70
transporting to curb, 263

Trash bags, 258
Travel

air travel, 124–30
car rentals, 131–32, 134
cruises, 144
drive-away companies, 132

foreign, 146–47
guidebooks for, 147
lodging, 138–42
luggage, 134–37
package tours, 143–44
with pets, 350–51
road trips, 144–46
train travel, 132–34

Travel agents, 127
Troubleshooting

appliances, 224–26
electronics, 227–29

T-shirts, grass stains on, 194
TSP, 315
Tuna Nip-sicles, 347
Turkey, 12, 345
Turpentine, 234, 236
TVs

buying, 70–71
maintaining, 221
troubleshooting, 227–28

U
Unit price, 14
Universities, as attraction, 146
Upholstery

chemical finishes for, 244–45
fabrics for, 83–84
maintaining, 243–48, 337
quality of, 84–87
repairing, 251
stains on, 246, 247

Upholstery Shampoo, Perfect,
245

Urine stains
on carpet, 280, 354–57
on lawns, 356

Use-by dates. See Expiration
dates, on foods

Used merchandise. See specific
types

Utility company rebates, 60

V

Vaccines, for pets, 342
Vacuum cleaners, 70, 71
Valentine’s Day boxes, 271
Valuables, traveling with, 134–35
Vanilla

as air freshener, 279
in paint, 316
substitution for, 174–75

Varnished furniture, 234, 235,
236. See also Wood furniture

Vases, 270
VCRs

buying, 70, 71
maintaining, 219–20
troubleshooting, 227

Vegetable oil, as furniture polish,
254, 284

Vegetables
buying, 7, 12
leftover, 170
as pet food, 343, 345, 346
for skin care, 305, 312
storing, 163–64

Veneer furniture, 79, 252–53. See
also Wood furniture

Veterinarians, 339–40, 341, 345
Videotapes, 219–21
Vinegar

as air freshener, 279
brands of, 276
for cleaning

bathrooms, 277–78
carpet, 356
coffee makers, 218
dishwashers, 208
floors, 275
garbage disposals, 209
glass, 286, 322
grills, 332
irons, 193, 218
kitchen cabinets, 274
laundry, 185, 201, 205
metal, 254
painted wood, 334
telephones, 231

for colorfastness, 180

www.jerrybaker.comIt Pays to be Cheap!

https://www.jerrybaker.com/product/it-pays-to-be-cheap
https://www.jerrybaker.com


374

INDEX

for hair care, 291–92, 294,
296

Vinegar (continued)
for plumbing clogs, 285
for skin care, 307
for softening glue, 253
as urine remover, 356–57
as weed killer, 335
as wood polish, 274

Vinyl upholstery, 337
Vitamin E, for skin care, 299,

302
Vodka

for hair care, 295
as mouthwash, 304
for skin care, 309

W
Wagons, uses for, 262–63
Wallpaper, 264, 282–83
Walls, cleaning, 282–83
Warranties, 63, 74, 76
Washcloths, freezing for puppy

chews, 352
Washing machines

buying, 63–65
life span of, 62
maintaining, 212–14
troubleshooting, 226

Washing soda, 185, 327
Water, hard, 190
Water stains, 239–40, 280–81
Wax buildup, 237, 275
Wax spills

on clothes, 204
on decks, 335
on furniture, 241

WD-40, as stain remover, 205
Weather, painting and, 319–20
Web sites

air courier, 128
American Holistic Veterinary

Medical Association, 345
American Kennel Club, 350

Amtrak, 133
ASPCA Animal Poison 

Control Center, 341
building plans, 103
California Redwood Associa-

tion, 108
Complementary and 

Alternative Veterinary
Medicine, 341

Consumer Products Safety
Commission, 58

co-ops, 27
as coupon sources, 21
Crayola, 251
for free clothing, 33
for free cosmetics, 297
furniture care and 

maintenance, 252
Habitat for Humanity, 

112
home-and-garden product

testing, 121
pet insurance, 342
pioneer living, 282
travel, 125, 126, 128, 133
virus protection software,

222
Weed Killer, All-Purpose, 335
Weed killers, 328, 335
Wheat germ, for skin care, 

301, 306, 310, 312
Where’s the Beef ?, 177
Wicker furniture, 250, 330–31
Wicker Preservative, Grandma

Putt’s, 330
Window Cleaner, Classic, 322
Window Cleaner, Heavy-Duty,

323
Window-cleaning equipment,

324
Windows

repairing and maintaining,
287, 322–23

washing, 200, 281, 286–87,
321–24

Windshield Cleaner, Extra-
Strength, 337

Wine, 169, 301
Wine stains, on furniture, 247
Witch hazel, for skin care, 308
Wood Cabinet Polish, 274
Wood Cleaner, Wonderful, 334
Wood floors, cleaning, 275,

280–81
Wood furniture

construction of, 78–82
finishes on, 233–34
maintaining, 234–38
polish formulas for, 253, 254
removing stains from,

238–42, 253
repairing, 250–54

Wood structures, 99–101. See
also Lumber

Worcestershire sauce, as brass
polish, 350

Wrinkles, 299
Wrought iron furniture, 120,

250, 329

Y
Yard sales

clothing, 46–47
furniture, 93–94
tools, 118

Yogurt
for hair care, 293
as pet food, 346
for skin care, 299, 311

Z
Zinc poisoning, 340–41
Zippers

garment quality and, 30–31
in laundry, 187
repairing or replacing,

197–98
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